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Abstract:

The study aims to shed light on the spread of the phenomenon
of drug use and trafficking in Iragi society in the recent period,
. and its impact on the Iragi economy in general and on achieving

Corresponding author: the goals of sustainable development in Iragi society. One of the
Ali K. Abu Zubeibah most important effects of drug use and trafficking is the economic
Ali.Karim.Khudair@uomus.edu.iq | effects.

A questionnaire was used on a random sample of young people
in Babylon Governorate, and 300 questionnaire lists were
distributed. The study concluded that the phenomenon of drug use
and trafficking is a widespread phenomenon, and is a problem that
threatens Iragi society, especially the youth category, and there is a
steady increase in the percentage of drug users and dealers.

Drug use and trafficking greatly affects the achievement of
©) This work is | €conomic development goals, which leads to an increase in the
licensed under a Creative | rate of poverty and unemployment in society.
Commons__Attribution 4.0 The study recommends working to impose strict control over
International License. drug smuggling and trafficking in local markets, and monitoring
cafes, squares, and markets that constitute a center for drug use
and trafficking.
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Conclusions:

1. The phenomenon of drug use in Iraq is rapidly spreading among youth. It poses a serious threat
to society, hinders the country's developmental efforts, and significantly affects both the
economic and social conditions.

2. Drug abuse is one of the critical issues that impact the establishment of a strong economy due to
its wide-ranging effects on the macroeconomic level, driven by various contributing factors.

3. The factors contributing to the increased drug use among youth in the governorate under study
are mainly related to the country’s economic and political situation, which ranked first in terms
of impact based on the respondents’ answers. Individual-related factors ranked second, while
family-related factors came third, followed by community-related factors.

4. The phenomenon of drug use and trafficking has substantial negative impacts on achieving the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in Iragi society in general, and in the studied
community (Babylon Governorate) in particular. The study results indicated a high level of
impact, undermining the achievement of SDGs — especially in areas such as unemployment,
poverty, and education, among others.

5. The economic impacts of drug use and trafficking are reflected in the financial losses borne by
the Iraqi state, which hinder sustainable development. These include the costs of combating
drugs, treating and rehabilitating addicts, and losses in GDP, among others.

6. The primary economic and social damages borne by the state and the local community in the
governorate include the loss of human capital that could have contributed to national
development and the achievement of sustainable development goals.
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