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Abstract:

The issues of combating poverty and sustainable development
are among the most prominent challenges facing both developing and
developed societies. Despite the efforts made by governments and
international organizations, poverty still directly affects many
countries, calling for the adoption of effective investment policies
that improve economic and social conditions. Investment in
combating poverty includes financial resources allocated to programs
and policies aimed at improving the living standards of individuals in
poor communities. This includes investments by governments and
international organizations in sectors such as education, health, clean
water, social finance, and job opportunities. Investing in combating
poverty and achieving sustainable development is a long-term
process that requires strong commitment from governments,
@ This work is international institutions, and civil society organizations alike.
licensed under a Creative Inves‘Fment in this area represents a cornerstong for achl‘evmg Fhe
Commons Attribution 4.0 | Sustainable Development Goals, which are not limited to improving
International License. economic conditions but also extend to promoting social justice and
reducing development gaps between different segments of society.
The research addresses seizing investment opportunities in Babil
Governorate for the period 2021-2024 across all governorate projects.
Among the most important conclusions of the research is the need to
increase investment in infrastructure and local labor, as well as
investment in projects targeting the poorest segments of the
governorate's population. The most important finding of the research
is the significant impact of investment opportunities in combating
poverty and improving the living conditions of the governorate's
residents. This contributes to achieving sustainable development for
Babil Governorate in particular and Iraq in general.
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Conclusions:

1. Poverty is a global phenomenon that is not limited to developing countries; even developed
nations face it. For this reason, the United Nations has designated poverty eradication as the
first goal of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

2. Investment in all its forms helps create job opportunities that contribute to increasing the Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) and raising individual income levels.

3. There is an inverse relationship between the volume of investment and the level of poverty in
all its forms.
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4. Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals in Iraq stems from eradicating poverty and
reducing its rate to the lowest possible level by improving per capita income and providing
essential public services such as healthcare, education, and a pollution-free environment.

5. Investment leads to capital accumulation and generates returns for both local and foreign
investors. It also introduces modern technological methods into the country and enhances the
skills of the local human resources.

6. Encouraging investment projects across all economic sectors can be achieved by offering credit
facilities, tax exemptions, ensuring safety and security, and minimizing bureaucratic obstacles
for obtaining investment licenses.

7. The more investment opportunities increase, the more unemployment rates decrease, which in

turn reduces poverty—thus confirming the research hypothesis.
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