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Conclusions:

Abstract:

The study aims to shed light on the types of risks associated with the use
of information technology in the audit process that face the external
auditor, and to demonstrate the impact of these risks on the quality of the
external auditor’s performance through the auditor’s academic and
professional qualifications, rules of professional conduct, and consistency
with field work standards. The study was based on the hypothesis The main
principle is that the external auditor’s identification and evaluation of the
risks that he may be exposed to when using modern techniques represented
by auditing technology can result in a series of positive results, which in
turn enhance the quality of his performance in the auditing process. In order
to achieve the objectives of the study and examine and test its sub-
hypotheses, it was adopted The study adopted a descriptive analytical
approach through constructing and drafting a questionnaire that was
distributed to the study sample consisting of a group of external auditors
working in auditing offices and companies in the Republic of Irag, and then
analyzing the study data through the use of a number of statistical means
and methods.

The study reached a set of conclusions, the most important of which is
that the expansion and spread of the use of information technology in many
professional works has placed the auditing profession on the need to keep
pace with technical developments, as there has become an urgent need for
the use of technology by the external auditor in his audit work. Information
has provided many opportunities and provided many competitive
advantages, but its use is associated with various risks that require the
external auditor to recognize and evaluate them in advance to take the
necessary precautions and procedures and thus will positively affect the
quality of his performance when conducting the audit. The study also
recommended the need for auditing offices and companies in Iraqg Which
uses technology in its work with all policies and procedures that ensure that
all auditors are aware of the risks of technology and the extent of its impact
on the quality of the external auditor’s performance.

Keywords: Information technology, auditing technology, external
auditor, audit quality, audit risks, quality of auditor performance.

1. The expansion and widespread use of information technology in many professional fields have
necessitated the auditing profession to keep up with technological advancements. There has
become an urgent need for external auditors to utilize technology in their auditing work.
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2.

The use of technology in external auditing has not altered the objectives of auditing but has
highlighted the unique features of electronic applications and programs within the framework of
information technology.

When adopting audit technology by an auditing office or firm, it is essential to provide an
infrastructure for this technology in advance, including computers, supporting devices, software,
databases, communication networks (internet), as well as qualified professional staff.

Although information technology has provided numerous opportunities and competitive
advantages, its use is associated with various risks. External auditors must identify and assess
these risks in advance to take the necessary precautions and procedures, which will positively
impact their performance quality during the audit process.

Technological advancements have imposed the necessity of additional scientific and professional
qualifications on external auditors, particularly regarding the nature of these technologies and the
new skills required to address emerging risks. These technological developments represent a new
challenge for external auditors while simultaneously serving as an entry point for enhancing the
services they provide.

The study's results, based on analyzing the correlation and impact relationships among the research
variables, indicated a significant correlation and influence between audit technology risks and the
quality of external auditor performance, as reflected in its dimensions (auditor's academic and
professional qualifications, professional conduct rules, and compliance with fieldwork standards).
Among these, the second dimension of the dependent variable—professional conduct rules—was
the most critical and closely associated with technology risks. This dimension addressed topics
such as independence, honesty, objectivity, integrity, professional due care, and others.
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